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Students oppose censorship on Twitter
By MICHAEL MCKAY
news@wkuherald.com

Dallas, Texas, senior
Mario Nguyen was among
many of the students who
got fired up Tuesday when
reading about the university’s policy on external
communications.
Nguyen was in class in
Mass Media and Technology Hall — home of the
School of Journalism and
Broadcasting — where the

First Amendment is posted
on the walls and podiums.
“For me, being in that
school was really funny
when I read the article,
thinking about how ridiculous that (policy) was,”
Nguyen said.
Instead of tweeting his
thoughts using the #WKU
hashtag, Nguyen created
his own, #Bigredcommunism, which he coupled
with an image of Big Red
surrounded by communist

symbols.
Under Big Red, the text
reads:
“Join the Revolution!
As social media constituents, we are the strongest
form of marketing WKU
has. By Unfriending/Unfollowing, you are helping limit WKU where they
want to limit us.”
“I figured if I could
make this go viral with the
very medium they are trying to limit us with against

them, I figured we would
win out,” Nguyen said. “Or
at least show them a thing
or two.”
Nguyen said he is going to create images and
political cartoons to get
the word out for his campaign. He said he’s working to gain awareness of
students.
“So far, it’s really just
getting it out there,” he
said. “I’m still in that phase
— it’s only been one day.”

Nguyen said he’s going the social media awareto budget his time to con- ness campaign would help
tinue his campaign.
students take care of their
“As long as they keep own accounts, not telling
that policy in place and them what they should or
they try to do this — I’m shouldn’t post.
going to try, in addition to
“The social media
all of my schoolwork, to do awareness campaign is kind
this,” he said.
of a different aspect comSGA Senator Keyana pletely,” Boka said. “This is
Boka said her organization more just a friendly kind of
is working on a campaign reminder about safety. It’s
of its own — a social media kind of the other side.”
awareness campaign.
Boka said the goal of SEE TWITTER, PAGE 3

Officials offer
mixed opinion
on Twitter
controversy

Chinese dancers visit WKU

By CAMERON KOCH
news@wkuherald.com

DOROTHY EDWARDS/HERALD

Dragon dancers from Hubei University in China perform in Downing University Center auditorium Wednesday. The event was put on by
the Confucius Institute at WKU.

To see more about Chinese Drangon Dancers vist WKUHERALD.COM

Students took to Twitter to voice their
opinions in response to Tuesday’s Herald cover story, prompting administrators to offer a
response.
President Gary Ransdell continued to advise students to use social media responsibly
as tweets and posts are always accessible to potential future employers and others.
Ransdell said that the First Amendment is
a fundamental part of WKU and that students
will always be able to speak their minds. But
he said he didn’t agree with the recent attention on the issue.
“A lot of attention seems to have been given to this matter — there’s probably a little
too much attention,” said Ransdell, who as of
Wednesday said he had not read the Herald’s
coverage of WKU’s social media policy.
“I think there’s been some overreaction to
all of this.”
Chief Marketing Officer Stacey Biggs
wrote a commentary to the Herald that she
said reflects the position of the university.
This commentary can be found on Page 4.
Robbin Taylor, vice president for Public
Affairs, when asked via email to respond
to the unconstitutional wording of a policy
in the student handbook, chose to refer to
Biggs’ letter.
SEE OFFICIALS, PAGE 3

Sophomore beating cancer
with Titans player's support
By ANNA ANDERSON
diversions@wkuherald.com

The summer of 2010 was
Kelsey Towns’ last summer as a
high school student. When her
peers were gearing up for senior
year at Father Ryan High School in
Nashville, she was going through
something different — cancer
treatments.
Instead of planning for the future, Kelsey was fighting for it.
“It was kind of shocking because we hadn’t expected that at
all,” Kelsey said.
In June of 2010, Kelsey, now an
18-year-old WKU freshman, found
a lump on her right upper-thigh.
After a doctor’s appointment and
MRI at Vanderbilt University Medical Center, Kelsey said she wasn’t
worried.
The doctors had concluded that
the lump was benign and arranged
for surgery to remove it.
It wasn’t until a follow-up appointment that she received the
news. The lump the doctors removed wasn’t benign. It was a sy-
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novial sarcoma.
Kelsey said fewer than one in a
million people are diagnosed with
this form of cancer, and not much
is known about its behavior.
“I have no idea how I got it,” she
said. “There wasn’t a real treatment
plan.”
Within the first two weeks of
August, Kelsey had her first chemotherapy session. She received
seven chemo treatments and five
radiation treatments in all.
Kelsey’s mother, Lea Ann
Towns, said the first round of chemo was difficult.
“Each round you do, you get a
little smarter,” Lea Ann said, talking about medicines and tactics
used for recovery after the sessions.
Lea Ann said that medicine
wasn’t the only thing that helped
Kelsey recover.
Before her second round of
treatment, Kelsey made an unlikely friend in Cortland Finnegan, a
cornerback for the Tennessee Titans.
Finnegan and fellow Titan Ryan
Mouton were visiting patients in

WED. 66˚/ 52˚

the children’s oncology unit in
the Vanderbilt University Medical
Center when they met Kelsey.
After their initial meeting,
Kelsey said that Finnegan kept returning to her room throughout the
day to check on her.
“I thought that was the last time
I was going to see him,” she said.
That wasn’t the case.
Shortly after seeing her for the
first time, Finnegan gave her season tickets to Titans games for that
year and established himself as her
friend.
Finnegan is currently on vacation
in Ireland and was unable to comment for this story. In March of 2011,
he told the Diocese of Nashville how
he was impressed by her strength.
“In football you think you
learn so much about perseverance
and hard work, but you don’t really grasp it until you see someone
with a life-threatening situation,”
Finnegan told the Tennessee Register, the diocese’s newspaper. “She’s
a warrior.”
SEE CANCER, PAGE 2
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SHELBY MACK//HERALD

Kelsey Towns, a sophomore from Nashville, was diagnosed
with cancer in July 2010. While receiving treatment at Vanderbilt Children’s Hospital, she met Titans cornerback Cortland
Finnegan, and the two became friends. Finnegan visited Towns
in the hospital when she was receiving chemotherapy. Towns
has been in remission for a little more than a year.
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is for Racquetball

Racquetball club gives students a competition

ABBY O’BRYAN/HERALD

Colby Osborne, a junior from Brentwood, Tenn., plays in the racquetball intramural games
that were held in the Preston Athletic Center on Friday, Feb. 17.

By SIDNEY BLANFORD
diversions@wkuherald.com

A

s the ball soars from
wall to wall, Franklin sophomore Ethan
Mefford begins to unwind.
For several students,

the WKU Racquetball
Club is a vehicle for
them to just be themselves.
Louisville
junior
Noah Baker took over
as president of the club
during the 2011 fall semester. He said the club

CANCER
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Kelsey Towns said a major factor of her
recovery was being able to attend Titans
games on Sundays.
“As soon as I got the tickets, I knew I
wouldn’t miss a game,” she said.
On Jan. 6, 2011, doctors told the Towns
family that Kelsey was cancer-free. She was
able to go back to school, and she said her
life returned mostly to normal, except for her
friendship with Finnegan.
Now that she attends WKU, Kelsey said
she can’t attend every Titans game, though
she still talks to Finnegan once a week.
Kelsey celebrated a year of being in remission last month and is focusing on moving forward. Although she had to give up
playing volleyball when she was diagnosed,

provides students with a
competitive atmosphere.
“We play racquetball.
We hope to help in the
community when it’s
possible. We host tournaments. We go to tournaments,” Baker said.
“Basically we just try to

she is currently a manager for the WKU volleyball team. She met Ashley Potts, a defensive specialist for the Lady Toppers, at the
beginning of last semester.
Potts, a Louisville sophomore, attended
last year’s game between the Titans and the
Indianapolis Colts with Kelsey.
Potts and Kelsey met with Finnegan after
the game.
“He’s like her big brother,” Potts said
about their friendship.
Potts said Kelsey is open about her experiences with cancer and is committed to
helping others who have to go through similar struggles.
Kelsey plans to pursue a degree in nursing
and wants to specialize in pediatric oncology.
She said she was inspired to do this by the
nurses who cared for her during treatments.
“I just want to give back to what they
gave me,” she said.

provide students with
a competitive place to
play racquetball.”
Since the club began
in the spring of 2011
under adviser Luke
Bartlett, it has grown
from approximately 15
to 20 members, Mefford
said.
Although the team
practices three nights a
week for two hours, Baker said he tries to keep
the member requirements
fairly simple.
“I want people to be
in the club,” Baker said.
“I don’t make anything
mandatory, and there
aren’t any dues.”
Baker and Mefford
agree the time commitment is minimal. Baker
said the average racquetball member commits
four hours per week plus
any additional tournaments they enter.
Along with recruiting,
the racquetball club’s
main goal is to improve
skill-wise by attending
tournaments, Baker said.
“We mainly just want
to go to tournaments and
make a very strong appearance,” Baker said.
“Also, we want to host
one tournament this year.”
Baker is currently
in the process of organizing a tournament he

WKU

AtoZ

Each Friday, the Herald brings
you a story inspired by a letter of
the alphabet.

hopes will take place
the second weekend of
April.
In addition to tournaments, the team works
in practice to hone their
abilities. Mefford said
it’s beneficial to hear
others’ input on how he
can work on his game.
Lexington sophomore
Regis Pearson said one
knock against playing
with the same people is
that they learn your style
“You play with the
same guys, so you learn
how people play,” Pearson said. “That makes
it a little bit harder because everybody knows
your shots.”
The club plays by the
USA Racquetball rules
and participates in all
types of games including singles, doubles and
cut-throat, a game with
three people.
Mefford said racquetball is basically indoor
tennis where the net is

replaced by a wall.
“You have to hit the
front wall before the
ball bounces on the floor
twice,” Baker said.
Being a young club,
Pearson said he hopes to
advance and that they are
all learning as a group.
Members also participate in community service so that they can earn
budget points to help
keep their club alive.
The three members,
Mefford, Baker and Pearson, concur that WKU’s
racquetball club is for
anyone and everyone.
“It’s pretty simple (to
join),” Baker said. “You
just have to want to play
racquetball.”
The biggest requirement to be a member,
Baker said, filling out a
medical release form in
order to actually participate.
“It helps to be good at
racquetball,” Baker said.
“But it’s just supposed to
be fun, first and foremost.”
A majority of the
members grew up playing recreationally and
only have a few years of
experience.
“(Racquetball is) fun,
and it’s a good way to
meet people,” Mefford
said. “It’s something to
do, a way to unwind.”

WKU launching
new summer
scholarship initiative
By NATALIE HAYDEN
news@wkuherald.com

WKU is starting a new
scholarship initiative this
summer that will give
out an automatic $337
scholarship to every student with a 3.0 GPA or
higher that registers for at
least six hours of summer
courses.
“We want to help students graduate on time,”
said Alicia Bingham, the
summer and winter program coordinator. “We’re
trying to do everything we
can to allow students to
take more courses in the
summer.”
Students can take up to
15 hours during the summer, but only one scholarship will be awarded
even if 12 or more hours
are taken, said Beth
Laves, associate vice
president for the Division
of Extended Learning and

CRIME REPORTS
■ Shara Roten, Gilbert
Hall, reported on Feb. 22
that her keys, wallet and
its contents were stolen.
The value of the theft was
$36.
■ Katherine Decoursey,
Pearce-Ford Tower, re-

Outreach.
“We want to spread
[the scholarships] across
more students,” she said.
“Summer is one way that
students can move towards
graduation.”
Laves said summer
courses can be particularly
helpful to students who are
exploring different majors
and may be taking more
than the required number
of hours for a major.
According to the scholarship website, 80 percent
of WKU students who
graduated in four years
took at least one summer
or winter course.
Laves said in the past,
a little more than 6,000
students enrolled in summer courses. She said she
hopes that the initiative
will up that number.
The idea for the scholarships came about because the federal government is cutting out a lot

of aid during the summer,
Bingham said.
The $337 amount was
decided on because it is
the current Kentucky resident rate for one credit
hour. While a student will
be taking six hours, they
will only be paying for
five.
While the scholarships
are automatic, there are
some exceptions, Bingham
said.
The scholarship will not
apply to students if they
are only enrolled in study
abroad; if they are Navitas,
English as a Second Language, National Exchange
Students or Dual Credit;
or if the are on a WKU
Faculty/Staff or Kentucky
Employee waiver, according to the website.
Bingham said the initiative will be in its trial period this summer, and it will
be evaluated in August to
see if it will be continued.

ported on Feb. 22 that she
had property mailed to her
but had not received it.
The value of the property
was $61.

theft was $300.

■ Katie Muntz, PFT, reported on Feb. 22 that her
cell phone was stolen from
her room. The value of the

■ Alex Neihoff, PFT,
reported on Feb. 22 that
FedEx delivered a package containing his personal items to PFT Feb. 4,
but he never received it.
The value of the property
was $125.
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SGA approves spring 2012 budget

OFFICIALS

By TAYLOR HARRISON

The current wording of the policy, “accessible communications deemed inappropriate may lead to disciplinary action,” currently allows for the university to
possibly discipline students for tweets or posts the university deems “inappropriate.”
Biggs said that there have been talks with Student
Affairs about changing the wording of the policy, in addition to adding specific language to deal with cyberharassment and cyberbullying.
In Tuesday’s Herald, a statement by Corie Martin,
creative Web services manager, said she monitored social media and notified Judicial Affairs of inappropriate
posts or tweets.
Director of Media Relations Bob Skipper said this
is not the case.
“I don’t know that we have done that in any instance
that I’m aware of,” Skipper said. “When we talk about
monitoring social media and what’s being said, we’re
not necessarily monitoring it for something that’s inappropriate.
“We are looking for recurring issues or problems
that students might be having so we can address those
issues and correct them.”
Skipper said the department isn’t out to get students
but rather to help.
“It’s not like we're trying to take down anything
that somebody may have said that’s negative about
the university — that’s going to happen,” Skipper
said. “Like any business, we’re looking at ways to
improve customer service, and students are our customers.
“If they are having a problem with something, and
they vent about it on Facebook or on Twitter, that gives
us a chance to address that issue and make a difference
for them.”
Biggs echoed Skipper’s remarks.
“The thing is, people say negative things all the
time, and that’s fine — they have every right to,” Biggs
said. “We do look for those things. We see those things
to see if there’s something we can fix, something we
can make better — that’s what we do.
“If somebody wants to go out there and complain
about something here, whatever it happens to be, they
have every right to do that. We know that.”
Biggs said the only time an event remotely mirroring reporting a student to Judicial Affairs was a
case where Biggs’ department noticed a student worker saying inappropriate things on social media. The
department notified the student worker’s supervisor,
who then had a talk with the student. The content was
then removed.
Given a chance to respond in regard to disciplinary action taken against students for abuse of social
media, the office of Judicial Affairs said that Michael
Crowe, the director, would not be made available for
this story.
Another comment by Martin in Tuesday’s paper said
that the university is working with the WKU Police Department in some cases involving alleged Twitter harassment.
WKUPD has no knowledge of these conversations,
said Mandi Johnson, public information officer for
WKUPD.
Martin wasn’t made available to comment.

news@wkuherald.com

The Student Government Association approved its $50,000 spring 2012
budget at Tuesday night’s meeting.
According to the WKU SGA
Budget for Spring 2012, the total
SGA spring budget is $50,026, with
$43,476.17 of the total budget remaining.
“Any spent items that you see are
from this semester only,” Chief of
Staff Katie Stillwell said. “Last fall’s
expenditures are on an entirely different spreadsheet.
“Last fall, we spent approximately
$54,000. $15,000 of that was obviously the retroactive payment to Provide-A-Ride.”
The budget is divided into four
categories — operations, public relations, executive programming and
senate programming.
In the $10,326 operations section, the remaining budget is $4,326.
One item SGA is spending money on
from this category is student workers

TWITTER
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Boka said SGA talked about the
policy at her campus improvements
committee meeting. No one seemed to
agree with the administration.
“(The committee is) more on the
side of ‘Everyone should be able to say
what they want,’” she said.
Boka said that while she personally
could understand where the administration is coming from with the policy, she
also thinks students should have their
rights protected.
“We pay to go here, so we should be
able to say what we think,” she said.
“Inappropriate” varies in meaning,
she said.
“It’s just a very open word. Saying
that something’s inappropriate is basically saying they don’t like it,” she said.
A resolution that supports the re-

■ NEWS BRIEF
Man found dead on campus, not WKU affiliated
Everette Thomas Barger, 49, of
Franklin, was found dead Wednes-

to answer phones and file paperwork
in the office.
For stipends, SGA has $5,500,
which has already been spent.
“The stipends go out at the beginning of every semester,” Administrative Vice President Devon Hilderbrandt said.
“Stipends are paid to members of
SGA in leadership positions,” Stillwell said.
Public relations has a total budget of $700, of which SGA has spent
$549.29 so far.
Executive programming has a total budget of $28,400, and as of now,
the entirety of this fund is remaining.
For organizational aid, $10,500 is allotted, and scholarships have $12,000
set aside.
Although SGA recently passed an
organizational aid bill, that amount
has not been taken out of the organizational aid total on the budget yet.
“When it does get pulled, that’s
when I revise it,” Hilderbrandt said.
“But I keep up with all organizations
that we have and get approved and

pull it out that way.”
Discretionary spending, also in the
executive programming section, has
$5,900 that the executive officers can
spend without senate approval. This is
the money that can be spent on bluebooks, scantrons and other supplies.
“The reason it’s still so big is because $4,500 has not been switched
over yet to CAB for the Cage concert,” Hilderbrandt said.
SGA hasn’t yet paid the money to
CAB, the Campus Activities Board,
although they have a certain amount
of money set aside for the event because SGA is waiting on the exact
amount before transferring the funds.
Senate programming has a total of
$10,600, with $10,000 going to general senate funding and $600 set aside
for extended library hours during finals, none of which has been spent.
SGA has Aramark credit that
helps them plan events such as Dine
with Decision Makers and their banquet. They have $5,000 in credit,
and $1,500 has been spent. SGA has
$3,500 left in Aramark credit.

moval of the section in the handbook
that includes the policy was scheduled
to receive its second read at Tuesday’s
SGA meeting.
Its author, senator Christopher Costa, pushed it back four weeks in order to
do additional research.
Oakland junior Londa Stockton said
she thinks the policy needs to clarify
what would be considered harassment.
“Right now it’s too broad — it could
be anything,” Stockton said.
Stockton said there are a lot of personal opinions on what would be considered inappropriate.
“To actually define what is inappropriate and what is offensive to use on
the Web, especially when it comes to
Twitter or against the school — that’s
going to be a blurry line.”
Stockton said she looked at the
WKU hashtag after Tuesday’s article
about the policy was published. She
said the reaction was enormous.

“It was kind of like once you tell
someone not to do something, they do
it,” Stockton said. “That’s exactly what
the student body did.
“Once they were like, ‘Oh, we’re
going to watch the hashtag,’ it was like
everybody who had a Twitter that went
to Western used it.”
Stockton herself tweeted using
#WKU, “All I’m going to say is that
this #Wku thing, is overrated. Students
have opinions. One can’t keep the student body silent. Nice try though.”
Stockton works as a babysitter, and
her Twitter account is public. She said
she has her own rules regarding what
she tweets.
“If I really wanted to put something
out there that would be really shameful
against whatever, I wouldn’t do it publicly,” she said.
“There are something you shouldn’t
say, and everyone knows what they
are.”

day from what are believed to be
multiple injuries sustained from a
fall from Parking Structure 1 on
WKU’s campus, said Chris Smith,
Warren County Deputy Coroner.
WKUPD received the call at
1:35 p.m. on Wednesday, and
Smith said the body was found

around 2 p.m.
“He doesn’t appear to be affiliated with Western,” said Mandi
Johnson, WKUPD Public Information Officer.
She said foul play is not suspected.
— Spencer Jenkins

CONTINUED FROM FRONT
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"Congress shall make no law
... abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press ..."
-First Amendment, U.S.
Constitution
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STAFF EDITORIAL

Students deserve First Amendment rights
THE ISSUE: WKU administration is looking to shut down several Twitter parody accounts and
is sending students to Judicial
Affairs for tweets they consider
negative against WKU.
OUR STANCE: WKU’s administration should not be monitoring social networking sites with
the intent of disciplining students
who post things they deem “inappropriate.” Administrators’ main
focus should be improving WKU
as a whole. The first step they can
take is to listen to students’ suggestions via social media.
When WKU first thought
about the possibility of punishing students for using social media “inappropriately,” it crossed
the line.
Now that these policies have
been published for students to
read and understand, accompanied by the subsequent backlash
the policies generated on social
media, the administration’s response has been disappointing.
To put it simply, the university did not fully understand
Twitter’s policies, nor did it
understand WKU’s own boundaries before trying to limit students’ First Amendment rights
by threatening to punish them
if they shared anything negative
about WKU.
It’s unreasonable to think that
every day is perfect for 21,000
students at WKU. Students complain about busy-work assignments. They can’t find a parking
space near where they needed to
be five minutes ago. They aren’t
happy that WKU’s men’s and
women’s basketball teams are in
the shadow of 20-loss seasons.

Life happens, and students
are likely to share some unpleasant or frustrating experiences.
They should not be threatened with repercussions.
Then there’s the issue of fake
accounts that are not illegal in
Kentucky. Twitter allows for
fake accounts as long as they’re
correctly labeled. When an account is adequately labeled as a
fake account, it’s not considered
impersonation.
The Herald agrees with the
administration that harassment
certainly needs to be reported.
Even in the event that a student
tweets something that may imply
harming his or herself or someone else, the Herald believes the
administration has every right
to, and really should, intervene.
But if a student is upset or displeased with something and they
want to tweet about it or post a
Facebook status, that student has
every right to. That’s protected
by the First Amendment.
Frankly, that type of dialogue
should be welcome in a university
setting where critical thinking is,
or at least should be, encouraged.
It’s clear the administration dove into this policy/practice without careful legal consideration. Counsel with First
Amendment experts clearly
wasn’t considered.
Students are going to tweet
negative things about the school.
It’s inevitable. Not every student will enjoy every second of
their experience at WKU, and
that’s OK. But they should be allowed to voice their displeasure
and concerns in a public forum.
Students are not obligated to be
mouthpieces for the university.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Oftentimes, what students
tweet with the WKU hashtag are
legitimate gripes or concerns.
The university could utilize the
hashtag and field questions or
concerns from students and help
answer them. If enough people
are tweeting negatively about a
certain issue, then it’s probably
something the school should
take notice of and act on.
What’s a little disappointing,
however, is how the university
has responded to the Herald’s
reporting of their plans to crack
down on social media use.
To say the Herald “implied”
that WKU monitors and censors
every word that is said about
WKU and immediately punishes
anyone who say anything negative is a little off base. Our reporting was done through facts,
the Constitution, consultation
with First Amendment attorneys
and quotes that the university
gave our reporters.

In actuality, Corie Martin, director of WKU’s Creative Web
Services, told the Herald she
checks the WKU hashtag daily
and sends information she deems
inappropriate to Judicial Affairs.
It’s also concerning that President Gary Ransdell told the Herald he didn’t have time to read
the article, adding that the issue
regarding social media was being given too much attention and
there’s been some overreaction
to it. Given the overwhelming
reaction by students on Twitter,
it’s hard to prove that the issue
was blown out of proportion.
Clearly it mattered to students.
Why is all of this social media policy movement directed
toward controlling students’ use
on social media? Is the same
watchdog mentality being used
for adults and faculty who represent the school?
The university is correct in
saying it has done a lot of good

with social media. The Herald
commends its efforts.
With the digital world we live
in today, it would be irresponsible for WKU not to use social
media as part of the university’s
overall marketing mix.
However, there is a fine line
between engagement and control — a line that WKU officials
have yet to understand. Like all
of us, WKU officials have much
to learn about acceptable practices for social media.
But focusing on regulating only student speech and
implementing a policy to punish students who tweet anything
negative about WKU is clearly
a violation of the First Amendment — students’ rights must be
protected.
This editorial represents the majority opinion of the Herald’s
10-member editorial board.

COMMENTARY

Administration University defends policy
should listen to
students needs
In response to the “Students mixed on WKU’s policy:”
As a recent WKU business graduate, I felt it was necessary to speak up.
It sounds like WKU’s administration needs to take some
classes in social media. It boils down to this: Should they
be actively monitoring social media outlets for positive and
negative perceptions? Definitely, without a doubt.
Attempting to discipline students for sharing negative
remarks about the university? Completely unacceptable.
Let’s ignore the legality of the matter and look at this
from a business standpoint — Ransdell wants more money,
right?
The most successful companies in the social media world
are actively engaging their customers. WKU’s customers
are its students. Now, when intelligently managed businesses see complaints on message boards or find posts putting
the company in negative light, successful companies take
responsibility. They interact with the customer to find the
source of the problem, and they reach out directly to fix it,
changing that perception. This turns negative commentary
or spite into happy, repeat customers (or upset students into
future donors). Censoring or punishing them will only enhance that frustration felt, making them lash out further and
with more vigor. WKU will definitely lose that battle.
Why should the student be punished for WKU’s faults?
If WKU were smart, they would invite complaining students to small-group discussions to initiate dialogue about
how to improve the situation, not punish them for speaking
up. This is an opportunity to make WKU great. Students
are getting engaged — they care. Listen to them and work
with them.
—David Learned
2011 Graduate

I am writing in response to your
multiple articles related to
social media
use at WKU.
Your stories
implied that
Stacey Biggs
we monitor
and censor ev- Chief Marketing
ery word that
Officer
is said about
WKU and immediately punish
anyone who says anything negative. That is far from the truth. The
fact is that we strongly encourage
the use of social media and enjoy
watching the interaction between
current and future students, parents, fans, reporters and others.
As any responsible organization should do, we follow what is
being said about WKU via social
media outlets. We want to be part
of those conversations! We realize
of course that not all statements
regarding WKU or specific people
will be of a positive nature, and
that is perfectly OK. We view negative comments as an opportunity
to make improvements and to turn
a negative into a positive.
The Administration’s intent is
not to censor students or others in
their status updates, tweets, or other
posts, nor are we in any way attempting to infringe on anyone’s
First Amendment rights. Rather,
the niversity uses social media to
interact with our audiences in order
to build relationships, answer ques-

tions, welcome visitors to campus,
solve problems, and continue to
broaden the university’s reach.
The university has to offer
some amount of protection to its
students. Any policies or guidelines that may be put in place in
the future would be to protect innocent students from cyberattacks
or cyberbullying via social media,
not to tell them what they can or
cannot say.
We also feel a responsibility
to students to provide guidance
and direction on social media etiquette in order to prepare students
for their futures. While anyone
certainly can say anything they
want about WKU or specific
people, there is a big difference
between what you “can” say or
do and what you “should” say
or do. We have an obligation to
protect the reputation of WKU
and the overall brand. That is not
accomplished through punishing
or threatening students with legal
action — it is done through education and communication. The
overarching message is to carefully consider how you’re using
social media, especially if you are
or will soon be in the job market,
because you never know who will
see what you post.
We encourage students to consider that Facebook is forever.
Some don’t believe that employers
really do take the time to find job
candidates online. What we want
students to realize is that the status
updates (and pictures and videos

and tweets) that they post today
could become problematic as they
begin a professional job search.
The Herald specifically quoted
President Ransdell’s Facebook
post from February 15 encouraging responsible use of social media, but what the article failed to
mention is the reaction that his
post received. As of this writing, that post had 35 shares, 215
Likes, and 18 comments. The post
was also referenced on the main
Western Kentucky University
Facebook page and had an additional 19 shares and 70 Likes. The
reaction to his good advice was
overwhelmingly positive and supportive.
The tone of two of the articles
undermines all of the good things
that are happening at WKU via
social media. Students today are
more connected to each other
and to the university than we ever
thought possible. It goes beyond
the social to the practical. Students are able to find answers to
their questions and resolve issues
through these types of interactions. In other words, the good far
outweighs the bad.
The explosion of social media
use has also created many positive opportunities and outlets for
change. There are great tools to
meet other students, share ideas,
showcase your experience and
skills, to network, and to find job
openings. The key is to become familiar with those tools and to use
them wisely.
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What WKU program offers domestic travel
learning opportunities?

@TheBethTruax:
@wkuherald Did anyone answer the
trivia question? If not: Study Away.

@Ms_domboms: We found 4
wasp in our room today & a total of 10+
last semester. We pay too much to be in
a living condition like this! COME ON
#WKU - sent 2/23

ACROSS
1 Jack, once of late-night TV
5 Stadium
10 Poker token
14 Monster
15 __ bear; white arctic animal
16 __ up; relax
17 Poet Alfred, __ Tennyson
18 School event in the fall
20 Subject for Freud
21 Nabors and Belushi
22 Animal hides
23 Tastelessly ornamented
25 Half a score
26 Fragments of a broken glass
28 Nicaraguan guerrilla
31 Bees' product
32 Date trees
34 Historical time
36 Calgary's province: abbr.
37 Musical variety show
38 Flip-__; change one's mind
39 Hair __; styling goop
40 Ms. Zellweger
41 Scoundrel
42 Damascus resident
44 Picante and Hollandaise
45 Building wing
46 Feeling of culpability
47 Rub until sore
50 Beach surface
51 Broadcast
54 Magician's phrase
57 Poker bet
58 Help in crime
59 Wise saying
60 __ tea
61 Sit for an artist
62 Doctrine
63 Office note
DOWN
1 __ vaulting; Olympics sport
2 Very eager
3 Pompously
4 Ruby or scarlet
5 Plant pests
6 Spacious
7 Lawn trees
8 Scot's denial
9 St. Joan of __
10 Concrete
11 Ice balls
12 "This __ brain surgery,
you know"
13 Small dowels

Call (270
(270)745-2653 to sponsor a puzzlee today!

THE Daily Commuter Puzzle

19
21
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
32

Unlocks
Liza's mom
Zone
Heavy book
Popular 1970s carpet style
Gaps
Hint
Unwillingness
Came up
Actor Sean __

33
35
37
38
40
41
43
44
46
47

by Jacqueline E. Mathews

"__ Maria"
Ridicules
Genuine
Umpire's call
Irritates
Deposited
Contradict
Dusk
Measuring instrument
Fellow

48
49
50
52
53
55
56
57

Tramp
High cards
Read quickly
Object
Make over
Mrs. Nixon
"__ to Billy Joe"
Goal; purpose

@JeremyEvans40: Been preparing 4 the game tonight but I'm excited 2 b a part of the Dunk contest,
keep checking in as I get the hang of
this twitter thing! -sent 2/22
@brandyzackery: #Hilltoppernation let's sell out Diddle Saturday..
let those MTSU fans stand outside
looking at 'sold out' signs on the
doors #WKU7326 #WKU -sent 2/22
@Jay_Hay_Kid Close: Chick in
the herald said we should use social
media responsibly to make #WKU
look better, I pay tuition I can say
whatever I want #realtalk -sent 2/22

Do you have campus events you would
like to be included in the
'TAKE A BREAK' calendar?
Be sure to let us know!
Email your events to editor@wkuherald.com

@maegansky: #wku School officials think they can punish students
for opinions posted on twitter that
the officials don't like #crymeariver
#wewillsee -sent 2/22
@Lealuirseen: Maybe if #WKU
listened to their students then this hash
tag wouldn't be a problem -sent 2/22
@THEbradykingrey:
#WKU
wants to censor twitter? Get outta
here. Surely some of you lawyers
have heard of the constitution. -sent 2/21
@Connor_Raymer: Just read
#WKU trying 2 censor social mediascholarly idea: get us more parking
& teachers that speak English instead of censoring twitter. -sent 2/21
@clint_easley: #WKU is trying
to censor @twitter? How about they
focus on parking problems and then
there wouldnt be so many tweets
about the shitty campus -sent 2/21
@Joey_Gorman: So glad #WKU
is officially cracking down on social
media now. Of course, could have
saved me some months ago if I were
informed properly. -sent 2/21

Third Annual WKU Counseling & Testing
Conference, DUC, 8 a.m.
Foreign Language Festival, Garret Conference
Center, 8 a.m.
Exhibit Opening: Richardson Quilt Gallery,
Kentucky Museum, 2 p.m.
Baseball vs. Southern Illinois, Nick Denes Field, 3 p.m.
Softball vs. Murray State, WKU Softball Complex, Part of Holiday Inn University Plaza
Spring Classic, 3 p.m.
12th Annual Kentucky Bluegrass Lego Robotics
Competition, Drakes Creek Middle School, 9 a.m.
Baseball vs. Southern Illinois, Nick Denes Field, 2 p.m.
Softball vs. Morehead State, WKU Softball
Complex, Part of Holiday Inn University Plaza
Spring Classic, 3 p.m.
Softball vs. Bowling Green State, WKU Softball
Complex, Part of Holiday Inn University Plaza
Spring Classic, 5 p.m.
Men’s Basketball vs. Middle Tennessee, Diddle
Arena, 7 p.m.
Baseball vs. Southern Illinois, Nick Denes
Field, 1 p.m.
Women’s Basketball vs. Middle Tennessee,
Diddle Arena, 2 p.m.
Softball vs. Indiana State, WKU Softball Complex, Part of Holiday Inn University Plaza
Spring Classic, 3 p.m.
High School Basketball, Fouth Region Girls’
Tournament, first-round games at 6:30 p.m.
and 8 p.m, Diddle Arena.
Presentation: Mission (Im)Possible, Rhetorical Situation and the Hybridized Freedom Faith
Discourse of Prathia L. Hall by Mittie Carey,
Ivan Wilson Fine Arts Center 156, Part of 2012
Black History Month, 7 p.m.
High School Basketball, Fourth Region Girls’
Tournament, first-round games at 6:30 p.m.
and 8 p.m, Diddle Arena.
Student Health Fair, Preston Center, 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Gender Images Fildm Series: Made in Dagenham, Cherry Hall 125, 6:30 p.m.
Black Classic Film Series: Race is the Place, DUC
340, Part of 2012 Black History Month, 7 p.m.

CLASSIFIEDS
FOR RENT
8 blocks from campus.
Apartment for rent. 2 bedroom.
$600/month plus deposit.
Includes utilities.
270-796-7949

8 blocks from WKU.
3 br. apartment. $900/mo.
includes utilities.
270-796-7949

Have
Something
For Sale
or For Rent?
Call today.
270-745-2653

advertising@wkuherald.com
Classifieds Manager: Alex Weires

HELP WANTED
Retail Sales
Retail selling experience
required, must enjoy working
with customers one on one.
Working weekends required.
Hourly wage plus commissions.
Email resume to
jlankheet@poolandspadepot.com
Call Pool & Spa Depot at
270-782-1119 or stop by the
store at 1830 Wallace Court,
Bowling Green, KY

THEATRE
JOBS
Directors &
Stage Managers
www.aetf-inc.com
info@aetf-inc.com

Golf Division
City of Bowling Green
Applications are currently being accepted for the following
positions with the Golf Division:
-Golf Shop Attendant
-Greenskeeper I
Weekly work schedule will consist of 15-40 hours per week
(depending upon position) with weekend work required. Must
be 18+ and have ability to work well with the public. Salary
will range from $7.55-8.40/hr, depending upon the position.
Interested individuals should obtain an employment application from the Human Resources
Department in City Hall, 1001 College Street, Bowling Green or from our website at www.bgky.org.
The City of Bowling Green is an Equal Opportunity Employer and a Drug-Free Workplace.

Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading or false claims but cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use caution when answering ads, especially when asked to
send money or provide credit card information. The College Heights Herald is not responsible
for the content or validity of these paid classified ads.
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Students rehearse for Studio Series performances
By ANNA ANDERSON
diversions@wkuherald.com

Gordon Wilson Hall was bustling with activity last Tuesday
evening as two different plays
were being rehearsed as part of
the WKU Theater & Dance Department’s Studio Series.
The series will feature short
plays directed by WKU students,
the first of which will be presented early next week.
Louisville senior Kelsey
Thompson, the director of “Women and Wallace,” by Jonathan
Marc Sherman, is directing her
first show in the Studio Series.
“It’s been a challenging experience,” Thompson said.
Thompson said she stumbled
upon “Women and Wallace”
when she was looking for a
monologue to audition for another show.
She said she remembers liking
the play and wanting to direct the
show for this particular series be-

cause of the small cast and minimal set and lighting requirements.
The play, which focuses on
one boy’s relationship with the
women in his life, features an
all-female cast, save the actor
who plays Wallace.
Isaac Middleton, a sophomore from Harlan, who portrays
Wallace, said he didn’t have a
hard time being the only male.
“I grew up with two sisters,”
he said.
Middleton said the show provides insight into relationships
from the male perspective by
tackling Freudian concepts in a
humorous way.
Thompson described “Women
and Wallace,” as a dark comedy.
“People will find themselves
laughing at times,” she said.
“Then they’ll stop and ask
themselves, ‘Wait! Why am I
laughing?’”
“Women and Wallace” has been
marketed for mature audiences.
The other show, entitled “Am

I Blue,” directed by Jay Thomas,
a senior from Winchester, also
contains adult themes.
“It’s a good show to tackle
because it is about two characters who deal with their problems,” Thomas said. “They need
each other.”
Thomas, who directed “The
Person I Once Was” for last
spring’s Studio Series, plans to
graduate in May and move to
New York City to further his career in theater.
Samya Monem, a freshman
from Prospect, Ky., said the play
features two young adults, Ashby
and John Polk, who are both unhappy with their lives and deal with
their dissatisfaction in different
ways — until they find one another.
“They go from feeling like outcasts to falling in love,” said Monem, who plays Ashby in the show.
Simpsonville junior Sebastian
Kearney said the play is about the
struggle to hold on to individualism even when it’s hard to do so.

Police urge students to lock
their dorm room doors
By SPENCER JENKINS
news@wkuherald.com

With the rise of residence hall burglaries since January, police officials and Housing and Residence Life
are urging students to lock their doors.
“There’s been a lot of thefts, and it’s because people
don’t lock their doors,” said Mandi Johnson, public information officer for campus police. “It’s mainly concentrated at the bottom of the Hill.”
Johnson said that every year it seems as if WKU
experiences a rash of burglaries and thefts, but it’s usually at the end of the semester.
“Once people find out their doors are unlocked,
they figure out it’s an easy way to steal stuff,” she said.
She said Pearce-Ford Tower is the hotspot of burglaries and thefts.
“The majority of crimes are crimes of opportunities,” Johnson said. “When more people are concentrated in one area, the crime rate goes up.”
Sometimes the burglaries are solved, she said. Sometimes police receive a tip, obtain a warrant for a room
and find a stack of stolen laptops. After that, police run
the serial numbers through a national database to determine whether or not the items were stolen goods.
Johnson advised students to keep dorm room and
vehicle doors locked, to keep an eye on belongings and
not to leave anything unattended.

“It’s been pretty calm until this rash of burglary
started,” she said. “Students need to take responsibility
for themselves and lock their doors.”
Johnson visits all of the University Experience
classes, Academic Transitions Program panels and
other events, stressing the need to lock doors, she said.
According to campus police records, in 2009,
WKU experienced 79 burglaries, 71 burglaries in
2010, 33 burglaries in 2011, and so far in 2012 there
have been 10.
“We’re way on our way to the 70s I’d say,” Johnson
said.
Steve Briggs, assistant director of HRL, said the
first question HRL asks a student after a burglary is,
“Was your door locked?”
Like Johnson, he said he can’t stress enough the importance of keeping doors locked.
Briggs said in the next couple weeks News Channel
12 will be showing dorm safety tips to prevent thefts
in dorms.
He said he encourages students to let HRL and the
police know if they’ve become a victim of a burglary.
He also encourages students to ask people who don’t
look like they belong at their dorm why they are there.
Part of living on campus is learning responsibility
and locking doors is part of it, he said.
“The lock mechanisms work just fine if the student
uses them,” he said.

$50.00
GIFT CARD

TO THE FIRST 30 RESIDENTS WHO
SIGN A NEW LEASE

ONLY

$360.00
PER MONTH!

All Move-In Fees Waived
1909 Creason Drive Bowling Green, KY 42101
270.846.1000
www.gableswku.com

ELIZABETH FRANTZ/HERALD

Louisville junior Kelsey Thompson (bottom right) leads warm-up exercises with cast members during a rehearsal of “Women and Wallace” in the
Gordon Wilson Lab Theatre on Wednesday. Performances are on Monday,
Feb. 27, and Tuesday, Feb. 28 at 8 p.m. in the Gordon Wilson Lab Theatre.

“It’s about trying to be true
to what you want,” he said.
“Not just what is expected of
you.”
“Women and Wallace” and

“Am I Blue” will run back-toback on Monday, Feb. 27, and
Tuesday, Feb. 28, at 8:00 p.m.
in Gordon Wilson’s Lab Theatre.
Tickets are $4 at the door.

■ NEWS BRIEF
SGA election deadline is March 2
The deadline to apply to run for Student Government Association
office is March 2.
The elections will take place on TopNet on March 27-28, and the
results will be given at 12:01 a.m. on March 29.
Students will have the chance to vote in all new senators and executive officers, as everyone currently in SGA has to apply again for
next semester. In the fall, students had the chance to elect 11 new
senators but no executive officers.
Students will get to place 36 votes when choosing senators, and
they get one vote each for executive officer positions. The judicial
branch will be appointed by the president.
“No one can campaign until March 13,” Cory Dodds, director of
information technology, said.
There will be a mandatory informational meeting on March 13.
After that, students can campaign.
As per the election codes, a presidential candidate can spend no
more than $450 on their campaigns. Executive vice presidents can
spend no more than $400, and all other executive cabinet positions
can spend $350. All candidates for legislature can spend no more
than $50.
Executive Vice President Kendrick Bryan said he, President Billy
Stephens and Administrative Vice President Devon Hilderbrandt are
not running for re-election, despite all returning as students in the
fall.
“I’m probably going to go military over the summer, so I’ll be
more focused on that and still be in school,” Stephens said.
Bryan will be an instructor at WKU in the fall, teaching University Experience.
“I guess the big talking point is that it’ll be a completely fresh
exec,” Bryan said.
— Taylor Harrison
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HARPER
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

“I hope we take that
and build on it in the future. This is where we’re
going, get your tickets,
and if you don’t, make
sure you’re near a television or a radio where
you can tune in because
Diddle Arena is going to
be rocking.”
Harper, feeling the
adrenaline of the moment as he was introduced as head coach at
a pep rally on Monday,
billed Saturday’s 5 p.m.
matchup as “Diddle vs.
Middle.” This came after a dig from Athletics
Director Ross Bjork who
called MTSU “the blue
team from the South.”
Harper’s proclamation
was met with applause
from the estimated 1,100

COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD
fans in attendance.
Bjork tweeted on
Wednesday that ticket
sales for WKU’s remaining two home games
were “steady,” and unveiled pre-printed “Sold
Out” signs that he hoped
he could place on ticket
windows.
A movement has been
started on Twitter, much
like during the football
season, to encourage
a sellout. The hashtag
“#WKU7326” has been
spread around by Bjork
and others, signifying
the maximum capacity
of Diddle Arena.
Adding to Saturday’s
festivities will be Senior
Day, where the team’s
lone senior, Kahlil McDonald, will be honored.
Freshman
forward
George Fant said the
team wants to send McDonald out the right way.

“Just go out there and
play our game,” Fant
said. “I remembered
from the last time we
played them, they were
physical. We’ve definitely got to out-rebound
them. That’s one thing
we plan on doing — just
go out there and get a
win for Coach Harper
and our senior.”
WKU fell to MTSU
72-64 on Feb. 9 at the
Murphy Center in Murfreesboro, Tenn.
With two games this
week, Harper and the
players said they weren’t
looking too far ahead and
hadn’t thought too much
about MTSU in terms of
on-court preparation.
But freshman guard
Derrick Gordon labeled
it a “big” game heading
into the Sun Belt Conference Tournament next
weekend.
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New head coach Ray Harper hugs former head coach John Oldham after a pep rally to announce Harper’s hire on Monday in Diddle Arena. After playing for both WKU and the Fort
Wayne Pistons of the NBA, Oldham coached the Toppers from 1964 to 1971.

“They got a lot of
calls down there that they
shouldn’t have got, but

now they’re about to come
into our building,” he said.
“We’ve got to be the one

to throw the first punch
that game. We should be
able to do that.”

SOFTBALL

Wagner key in hopes for conference title
By HASANI GRAYSON
sports@wkuherald.com

WKU has gotten off to a 6-3
start this season, the team’s best
start since a 13-3 start in 2009.
The Lady Topper offense can
take much of the credit for that,
putting up 50 runs through nine
games.
But junior pitcher Kim Wagner
has been just as impressive.
Wagner (3-1) has kept hitters off
balance early this season, posting
an ERA of 2.13 to go along with 28
strikeouts.

She said she’s not always looking for swinging strikes when she’s
pitching, despite her team-high
strikeout total.
“Early in the count I’m looking
to make the ball move and get them
to swing at something and get them
to ground out or fly out,” Wagner
said. “But later on in the count
when I get two strikes on a batter, I
try to move the ball and make them
swing and miss.”
Before deciding to focus more
of her efforts on softball, Wagner
also played basketball in middle
and high school.

SBC
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

The championships kicked off on
Wednesday with the 200-yard medley relay, followed by the finals of the
women’s 3-meter diving and the 800yard freestyle relay.
The day was highlighted by a WKU
sweep of the men's and women's 200yard medley event.
Marchionda said he thinks the men’s
team’s greatest competition will come
from Denver, with Denver and North
Texas being tough on the women’s side.
Denver won both championships a
season ago while WKU finished runnerup on both sides.
Marchionda said he also emphasized
support to his team as a key to success

MOKONE
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

Adjusting to new teammates,
new coaches and a new country,
Mokone said his first year as a Topper did not go as planned.
“I told myself last season, ‘I

The Biloxi, Miss., native said
she stopped playing basketball as
a high school sophomore because
she’s “not very tall.”
Though she may not have had
the size to play basketball, Head
Coach Tyra Perry said she’s happy
with the big numbers the 5-foot-6
Wagner has put up this season.
Perry said the difference for
Wagner between this season and
last year, when she went 11-11, is
her mindset during games.
“I think she’s just relaxed,”
Perry said of Wagner. “Maybe she
used to get a little bit tight but this

this week.
“We’ve talked a large amount about
supporting one another — coming closer as a team, working as a team and that
it’s a bigger picture than all the individual swims,” he said.
He said they’ve put in the work necessary and that shows in the success
they’ve found throughout the season.
Marchionda said he thinks the winning streaks will play to WKU’s advantage.
“I think it’s obviously a confidence
booster as they go in to the conference championships,” Marchionda
said. “Any time you have that factor of
confidence, I think it helps you tremendously.”
The meet will continue through Saturday, with event preliminaries beginning at 11 a.m. and the finals of those
events taking place at 6 p.m. each night.

have high expectations when it
came to Western Kentucky,’ but I
did not fulfill my expectations, and
I did not run as I was expecting,” he
said. “Now I work hard through the
fall and winter to make sure I am
the best that I can be.”
Mokone has a chance this
weekend to make an impact in the

year she’s loose and her ball is really moving… and she’s doing a
good job of keeping batters off balance.”
Wagner has been playing softball since she was 5 and started
pitching when she was 12, but said
she didn’t really focus on pitching
until her senior year of high school.
She said she tried things behind the plate before settling in as
a pitcher.
“I actually didn’t decide to pitch
until after I tried to catch,” Wagner
said. “It was an epic fail.”
Thankfully for Perry and the

JOHNSON
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

But this year, Obafemi has
started all but four games, averaging 6.9 points per game
and hitting a team-high 37
threes. Meanwhile, Johnson
has averaged 4.4 points and 5.1
rebounds a game, and her 35
blocked shots rank fourth in the
Sun Belt Conference.
“They had to kind of put
in their time in their career. It
wasn’t something where they
walked in the door as freshmen
and started playing and were
in the lineup,” Cowles said.
“They’ve both had to endure
the process of being in college
for four years.”

team’s biggest meet of the season.
WKU will travel to the Murphy
Center in Murfreesboro, Tenn., on
Saturday and Sunday to compete
in the Sun Belt Indoor Championships.
Mokone will compete in the
800-meter, mile, medley relay and
4x400-meter events.

Toppers, Wagner has settled into
her pitching role.
This weekend, most WKU
fans will have their first chance
of the year to watch Wagner
and the Lady Toppers as they
host the Holiday Inn University
Plaza Hilltopper Spring Complex at the WKU Softball Complex. WKU’s first game will be
against Murray State at 3 p.m. on
Friday.
“We’re excited to show our
fans what we’ve been doing and
what we’re going to continue to
do,” Wagner said.

Through that college process, Obafemi said her friendship with Johnson has developed to the point where she
“pretty much knows everything” about her teammate.
“I think our relationship just
grew over the years from being
around each other through basketball,” Obafemi said.
Johnson agreed, saying that
her bond with Obafemi has developed into an on-court asset.
“We’ve been playing together so long, I don’t think I
could find another teammate
like Vanessa,” Johnson said.
Johnson and Obafemi
will play their final career
regular season game in
Diddle Arena at 1 p.m. on
Sunday against league rival

Sophomore sprinter De’Myco
Winston, another runner on the
4x400 relay team, said Mokone
will help the Toppers take home a
win in this event.
“David is a good aspect since
he’s a distance runner,” Winston
said. “He can keep his pace longer
than anyone on the team.”

Middle Tennessee State.
WKU currently has an
eight-game losing streak to
the Lady Raiders, with the
Lady Toppers’ last win in
the series coming in March
of 2008, when Johnson and
Obafemi were seniors at
DeSoto High.
Both Obafemi and Johnson said Sunday, which will
be their Senior Day, will be
an emotional moment in their
careers.
“We haven’t really been
through this before other than
high school on Senior Night,”
Johnson said. “It’s going to
be kind of different, playing
in front of a different crowd,
and it’s our rivalry team, so
it’s like, ‘Oh gosh.’”

Mokone, who has yet to go
back to South Africa during his
time at WKU, said he’d like to
go back to Bultfontein one day
and work as a life coach.
“My ultimate goal is to
graduate and go back home
and give back to my community,” he said.
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TRACK & FIELD

Harper wants
Diddle full for
MTSU game
By COLE CLAYBOURN
sports@wkuherald.com

MICHAEL RIVERA/HERALD

Sophomore David Mokone takes a break during practice Monday at Ruter Track and Field Complex. Mokone has broken the
school record for the 800-meter twice and will compete in the Sun Belt Conference championships this weekend with the
rest of the track team.

Ray Harper said not much changed for him when he
was officially given the title of WKU head basketball
coach on Sunday.
He joked that he woke up in the same bed and his
wife still reminded him to pick up his clothes.
But he’s hoping he’ll see a change from the fanbase
on Saturday for the Toppers’ game against Middle Tennessee State — one that results in Diddle Arena being
full.
“I’m hoping starting (Thursday) night it will be as
close to as a sellout as possible,” Harper said Wednesday. Thursday’s game against Arkansas State was played
after the Herald’s print deadline. “We have two opportunities to put ‘Sold Out’ signs up. I hope we do that.
SEE HARPER, PAGE 7

SWIMMING

Holy Mokone

WKU swimmers
competing at
SBC finals

South Africa native breaking records at WKU
By CHELA COUNTS
sports@wkuherald.com

Whether taking a 15-hour plane ride or breaking records in 800-meter races, David Mokone has
proven that he can go the distance.
This season, the sophomore middle distance
runner has twice broken WKU’s indoor 800-meter
record, which previously stood for 23 years.
Mokone earned Sun Belt Conference Track
Athlete of the Week honors for both of those efforts.
Head Coach Erik Jenkins said he first saw Mokone compete at the 2010 World Junior Championships in Moncton, Canada, and knew he needed
to recruit the 6-foot-6 runner.
“Obviously he’s 6-foot-6, but I watched him
move, and he stood out to me,” Jenkins said. “He
can run 400 through 12k if he had to. He is a rare
breed that can run short to long.”
Mokone was raised in the township of Bultfontein, South Africa, and took the 15-hour flight to
the U.S. after competing on the college level for
the University of the Free State.
He said his teachers have always guided him in
track and field while growing up.

“When I was in elementary school, there was
a teacher named Ms. Tshelo who was an athlete,
too — she was the one who got me into running,”
Mokone said. “… And after Ms. Tshelo, there was
another lady called Ms. Mathe. She is the one that
told me I would make a good middle distance runner.
“She was an athlete as well and had that insight.”
Although Mokone happens to be the only athlete in his immediate family, those around him
have always been able to see his athletic talent.
“There was a guy named Louis Theron, and
this guy has been my inspiration,” Mokone said.
“He recruited me from public school and was a
coach at another public school in Bloemfontein,
so I moved from Bultfontein to Bloemfontein, and
from there, the competition was tough.”
Mokone said while running in high school, he
posted a 1:59 time in the 800-meters, but the success was harder to sustain when he got to WKU.
“People would always say ‘Watch out for
him,’” Mokone said. “But then I came here, and it
was hard for me to run that time.”

By KURT CARSON

SEE MOKONE, PAGE 7

SEE SBC, PAGE 7

sports@wkuherald.com

WKU hasn’t had a loss added to its resume since both the
men’s and women’s teams fell to Kentucky on October 29.
Since that defeat, the Toppers have had eight straight
wins, and the Lady Toppers have won nine in a row.
Both teams are currently in Dallas, competing in the Sun
Belt Conference Championships and looking to continue
their streak of success.
Head Coach Bruce Marchionda said the teams have put
in all the hard work that he’s asked of them leading up to
now.
But he said now they’re at what he calls “the moment of
truth” that will define their season.
“We’ve talked numerous times throughout the course of
the year about what we call ‘the moment of truth,’” Marchionda said. “In other words, when you get up on the block
or the boards, you have to ask yourself if you did the work
necessary to be successful at this level of competition.
“I could say without hesitation that collectively as a
group they’ve done everything I’ve asked them to do.
They’ve worked very hard, so their moment of truth should
be pretty good.”

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL

Johnson, Obafemi finish 10th season as teammates
By BRAD STEPHENS
sports@wkuherald.com

Jasmine Johnson and
Vanessa Obafemi spend just
about every waking moment
together.
They’re roommates, Zeta
Phi Beta sorority sisters,
healthcare
administration
classmates and fellow Campus Activities Board members.
On top of all that, the
two DeSoto, Texas natives
are senior WKU basketball
players in the thick of their
10th year playing the sport
together.
“Besides sleeping,” Johnson said, “we’re almost always together.”
Johnson, a 6-foot-3 center, and Obafemi, a 5-foot-

FRI

10 guard, began playing
together as seventh graders
at DeSoto East Junior High
School.
The two went on to
DeSoto High School, where
they caught the eye of Head
Coach Mary Taylor Cowles
while leading their high
school team to a 37-2 record
during their senior season.
“Athletically, we knew
about Jasmine,” Cowles
said. “You typically find out
about 6-foot-3 post players.
“And in recruiting Jasmine… is when we saw
Vanessa and her ability to
shoot the basketball, and that
kind of opened our eyes.”
After being recruited by
Cowles and former assistant
Nikki McCray, Johnson and
Obafemi both decided to

SAT

come to WKU.
“We called each other,”
Johnson said of the day they
both committed. “We both
really liked our visit and the
atmosphere on campus…
The academic part just really
got our attention, too.”
Neither Johnson nor Obafemi saw immediate playing
time for the Lady Toppers.
Johnson averaged 10.4,
5.6 and 10.4 minutes per
game, respectively, in her
first three seasons while
playing behind star forward
Arnika Brown.
Likewise, Obafemi averaged 6.4 and 7.2 minutes per
JABIN E. BOTSFORD/HERALD
game during her freshman Senior center Jasmine Johnson (left) and senior guard Vanessa Obafemi (center) huddle
and sophomore years.
before WKU's game on Wednesday against Arkansas State. The DeSoto, Texas natives have
SEE JOHNSON, PAGE 7
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been teammates since seventh grade. "Besides sleeping, we’re almost always together,"
Johnson said.
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